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TerryJ Darbonne
CityMarshal
PO Box1516
Eunice LA70535

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2016 118

DearMr Darbonne

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsApril15 2016 meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhethertheEuniceCityMarshalsOffice MarshalsOffice may
continuetopurchaseofficesuppliesandequipmentfromBertrandsPrinting Youstatedthatthe
EuniceCityMarshalisanelectedofficialwhoservesastheExecutiveOfficeroftheEuniceCity
Court TheMarshalsOfficereceivesdedicatedfundingfromcourtcosts Thisfundingisknown
astheOperationalExpenseFundandisusedbytheMarshalsOfficetopurchaseequipment
supplies andservices YouprovidedfurtherinformationthattheMarshalsOfficealsoreceives
fundingfromtheCityofEuniceforthecostoffuel insuranceandmaintenanceofitsvehicles
Youalsostatedthatformanyyears theMarshalsOfficehaspurchasedofficesuppliesand
equipmentfromBertrandsPrinting theonlybusinessofitstypeintheCityofEunice Finally
youstatedthatoneofthenewcoowners ofBertrandsPrintingisJasonBertrand acurrent
CouncilmanfortheCityofEunice

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thattheCodeofGovernmentalEthics
does notprohibittheMarshalsOfficefromcontinuingtopurchaseofficesuppliesand
equipmentfromBertrandsPrinting acompanycoownedbyaCouncilmanfor theCityof
Eunice La RS 421113A1 a prohibitspublicservants theirimmediatefamilymembers or
legalentitiesinwhichtheyhaveacontrollinginterest fromenteringintoanycontract
subcontract orothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyof
suchpublicservant TheMarshalsOfficeisconsideredaseparateagencyfromtheCityof
Eunice Therefore theMarshalsOfficeisnotprohibitedfrompurchasingofficesuppliesand
equipmentfromBertrandsPrinting

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics The
BoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

JenniferT Land
FortheBoard


